


Founded in 1978, Materials for the Arts (MFTA) is New York City’s premiere
municipal reuse center. A program of the New York City Department of Cultural
Affairs, with support from the Departments of Sanitation and Education, MFTA collects
a wide variety of reusable materials from businesses and individuals and makes them
available, free of charge, to nonprofits and municipal organizations with arts
programming and New York City public schools. Friends of Materials for the Arts is the
nonprofit partner that guides and supports educational and cultural programming,
warehouse operations, and other initiatives of MFTA, including PM Shopping, the hiring
of external trucking services to collect more materials to bring to the warehouse, and
the Education Center.

The widespread support from the City of New York as well as the private sectors has
resulted in continued growth of the organization across the board.



Dear Friends,

It is with great pleasure that | introduce Friends of Materials for the Arts’ 2015 Annual Report.

Unique as it is indispensable to so many artists and educators across the city, MFTA is a partnership
between my agency and the Departments of Sanitation and Education. This reflects its tremendous
impact on our city’s culture, our ability to provide quality arts education to public school students, and
to our environment.

The de Blasio Administration’s OneNYC commitment to achieving zero waste by 2030 is ambitious. But
it’s within our reach, and it’s absolutely critical to keeping our city — and our planet — a healthy place for
future generations of New Yorkers.The gospel of upcycling and reuse preached here at MFTA have a
major role to play as we find innovative ways to achieve this important milestone.

MFTA is not only good for the environment. It is also good for the bottom line of the many New York
City arts organizations and schools that forge ahead despite their shoestring budgets. Like so many arts
professionals in New York City, reused items from Materials for the Arts have been essential to
programs where | have worked. My most personal experience was at MoMA PS| (then PS.|
Contemporary Art Center and, coincidentally, the home of MFTA at the time), where | worked at a desk
secured from MFTA for nine years.
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Dear Friends,

As we reflect on the past year, we are thrilled to have
achieved so many of our goals through your
generosity. Here are highlights of the spectacular year
that was 2015:

Connecting with Supporting City Agencies: With appreciation to our friends in City government, meeting
Chancellor Farina at Brooklyn Queens PD Day at IS 227 in Elmhurst and Sanitation Commissioner Kathryn
Garcia, who attended the opening of MFTA Loves NYC exhibition along with DCLA Commissioner Tom
Finkelpearl.

Donations: Instruments from the WQXR instrument drive were a unique highlight of 2015, in addition to
significant material contributions from Sony, Poppin, Mood, Bergdorf Goodman, Macy’s, the MET Museum,
Theory, Lindenmeyer Munroe and Tiffany & Co. to name just a few. We love our donors!

Getting the Word Out: Screening our documentary Creative Reuse in the Classroom at the Sony
WonderlLab Theater in Manhattan and engaging with thousands of followers on Instagram, Twitter and
Facebook. #materialsforthearts

We never take for granted that in order to accomplish what we do for the NYC arts, cultural and public
school communities we must have a financial commitment from so many individuals and institutions. We are
tremendously grateful for your unwavering support which allows us to do this important work.

Many thanks,












SOCIAL SERVICES
ORGANIZATIONS

AHRC NYC
Alianza Ecuatoriana Internacional
Arab American Family Support Center

Bailey House, Inc.
Daws D..

Hetrick-Martin Institute

Homecrest Community Services, Inc.

Housing Works

Jacob A Riis Neighborhood Settlement

Jewish Association for Services for the Aged/JASA
Lower East Side Girls Club

Metropolitan Council on Jewish Poverty



CULTURAL ORGANIZATIONS

ALR. Gallery

Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archives
Alvin Ailey Dance Foundation
American Museum of Natural History
Ars Nova Theater, Inc.

Asian American Arts Centre
Bartow-Pell Mansion Museum
BAX/Brooklyn Arts Exchange

Big Apple Circus

Black Spectrum Theatre Company, Inc.
Bowne House Historical Society
BRIC Arts Media Bklyn Inc.
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Franklin Furnace Archive

Gina Gibney Dance

Great Small Works

Groundswell Community Mural Project
Harlem Arts Alliance

House of Yes

Irish Arts Center

Laundromat Project, Inc.

Local Project

Mano a Mano: Mexican Culture Without Borders
Maysles Documentary Center

Metropolitan Museum of Art

MIX: New York Lesbian & Gay Experimental Film












We were awarded the 2015
“Recycling Leadership Public Sector”
Award by the New York State
Association for Reduction, Reuse
and Recycling (NYSAR).The award is
given to an organization whose job
related actions has significantly
reduced



Museum of Jewish Heritage -
A Living Memorial to the Holocaust

Museum of Modern Art
Museum of the City of New York

Queens College - Kupferberg
Center for the Arts
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Among our largest and highest valued material donors of 2015 is Poppin, Inc., a
supplier of office products and furniture known for its sleek design and function.
Hundreds of recipient groups benefitted from the high quality unused items that were
donated to MFTA over the last year, including notebooks, laptop and tablet cases,
highlighters and rolling chairs amounting to 75,060 pounds in total.

Materials provided by Poppin were integral to our August “Back to School” event,
serving of NYC DOE public school teachers, and aiding in their preparations for the
2015-2016 school year. Poppin’s partnership with MFTA also led to a direct line to the
NYC Parks & Recreation Department’s Post-Hurricane Sandy Relief Task Force
Office, which received 82 unused rolling office chairs last year. We are so grateful to
Poppin for being a corporate leader in waste reduction and reuse.

“Poppin has been donating to Materials for the Arts since 201 |.We love working

with MFTA because we believe in their cause; the letters we get from recipients

inspire us to keep making products that get people working happy. MFTA's team is

extremely passionate and makes the donation process simple for us.We look

forward to continuing our relationship with MFTA and can't wait to see what
recipients use it for next.”



During the 2014-15 school

year, the MFTA Education Center
engaged tens of thousands of teachers,
students and members of the public in
hundreds of workshops and art-making
activities showing them how to reuse
materials.






MFTA had residencies in 9 schools
in 2015. By adding arts to the social
studies, science, math, and ELA
curriculum, the teachers were able
to get their students to do research,
create projects, write about their
work and make oral presentations
to









When a file cleaning project revealed a treasure trove of thank you letters and ephemera
from MFTA’s lively history, the idea for MFTA Loves NYC was hatched. Staff member Olivia
Roldan and Board Member Barbara Korein spearheaded this ambitious undertaking to
create a show highlighting the almost four decades of influence of MFTA on NYC. On
opening night in April 2015, the Gallery filled with past and present MFTA Commissioners,
Directors, staff, artists, funders, members and friends.


















Friends of MFTA and nonprofit MFTA member, chashama, hosted 150
guests to celebrate their collaborative Winter Art Auction. The event
was held in the board room of the Durst Organization on the 48th floor,
where guests were treated to breathtaking views of Manhattan. All
proceeds from the auction directly benefitted Friends of MFTA and
chashama in their missions to promote the creative reuse of space and

materials in NYC.



Garment District Alliance
Jolie Schwab & David Hodes
TD Charitable Foundation
Sara & Axel Schupf

The Silverweed Foundation

Vornado Office Management

PATRON (5K+)

American Eagle Outfitters
Foundation

Barb & Jim Korein
Bonnie & Doug Weill
Con Edison



Bonnie Weissblatt Weill, Chairman
Anelle Miller, Vice Chair
Barbara Korein, Secretary

Dan Johnson, Treasurer



DEVELOPMENT & COMMUNICATIONS
Inbar Soffer Sharon, Director of Development
Kwame Belle, Communications Coordinator

EDUCATION
John Cloud Kaiser, Director of Education
Omar Olivera, Education Associate
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