Economic Development, Zoning, & Planning Committee

Monday, December 12, 2008 - 6:30pm
Community Board 3 Office

59 East 4th Street (2nd Ave & Bowery)

Other Members: 
Public Officials/Reps: 

Councilwoman Rosie Mendez


Lisa Kaplan, representing Councilwoman Mendez


Greg Kirshenbaum, representing Manhattan Borough President Stringer


Jen Wong, representing Manhattan Borough President Stringer

Zack Bommer, representing Speaker Silver
John Raskin, representing State Senator-elect Squadron
Public Session Topics:

Members Present at First Vote:
David McWater, Chair
[x   ]

Paul Bartlett

[   ]

Pearl Chin

[x   ]

Rocky Chin

[   ]

Harvey Epstein

[x   ]

Gloria Goldenberg
[x   ]

Herman F. Hewitt
[   ]

Joel Kaplan

[x   ]

Muzzy Rosenblatt
[   ]

Arlene Soberman
[   ]

Samuel Wilkenfeld
[ x  ]

Noah Yago

[   ]

Andrew Berman
[x   ]

Steve Herrick

[   ]

Linda Jones

[x   ]

Val Orselli

[x   ]

Marci Reaven

[   ]

Damaris Reyes

[   ]

Michael Rosen

[x   ]

Aaron Sosnick

[   ]

Mary Spink

[x   ]

Michael Zisser

[   ]
1. Discussion of options for Bowery/3rd Avenue
DISCUSSION: 
Councilwoman Mendez reported that the Department of City Planning (DCP) has agreed to meet with interested stakeholders to discuss zoning options for the Bowery/3rd Avenue corridor.  For purposes of the meeting, the Bowery corridor is defined as the portion of the Bowery between Canal Street and East 5th Street and the portion of Third Avenue between East 5th Street and East 13th Street. Councilwoman Mendez stressed the importance of presenting a unified position to DCP. 
Mr. McWater reminded the group that CB3 has done initial studies relating to height and FAR along the Bowery Corridor.  He feels that the best argument is that the East and West sides of Bowery are contextually similar.  After some discussion, it was the consensus that there is substantial agreement and that a small group representing CB3, CB2, the Bowery Alliance, and the Third/Fourth Avenue corridor should meet to refine their position. All agreed that the five principles developed during the successful LES rezoning process underlie CB3’s position. The interested stakeholders will meet Monday, December 15 at 6:30 pm at JASA.
The five principles are:

1)      Preserve the residential character of the neighborhood;

2)      Preserve its current scale and mid-rise character;

3)      Establish a district more in keeping with current planning principals of contextural design;

4)      Preserve the mixed income character of the neighborhood through the use of inclusionary zoning;

5)      Eliminate the opportunity for community facility overdevelopment allowed under the current zoning.

MOTION:
That the Economic Development, Zoning,  & Planning Committee  empower a working group of five (David McWater, Andrew Berman, Harvey Epstein, Val Orseth, and Marci Reaven) to meet with local stakeholders about the Community Board proposed plan to rezone the Bowery and the Third and Fourth Avenue corridor , using the five principles as their guidelines.
VOTE:  11 YES, 0 NO, no abstentions.
2. 
Resolution in support of CBs 1, 2, 3 task foce to study Chinatown rezoning.
DISCUSSION:
Pearl Chin led a discussion of the draft mission statement developed by the Chinatown Working Group.  CB3 committee members expressed concern that the mission is so broad that it will be hard to accomplish rezoning in a reasonable period of time.  Ms. Chin emphasized that the mission was indeed broad. The committee agreed to accept the mission statement in principle. There was further discussion regarding the strategy and tactics of the working group during the boundary discussion.
MOTION:
That the Community Board 3 Economic Development, Zoning, & Planning Committee accept  the mission statement of the Chinatown Working Group in principle.

VOTE: 
10 YES, 0 NO, no abstentions.

2. Proposed Chinatown rezoning boundaries
The map presented by the working group generated considerable discussion relating to the focus of the working group and the feasibility of gaining rezoning of a very large area. The map represents a merger of the ideas of several people and is a foundation for discussion, not a final product. The interest of the Economic Development, Zoning & Planning Committee is primarily to gain rezoning of Chinatown. Mr. McWater recommended  the 197C process to accomplish this end because it  takes less time and has the force of law. A 197A process would take a decade.

MOTION:
That the Community Board 3 Economic Development, Zoning, & Planning Committee encourage its representatives to focus their efforts on the core part  of Chinatown in the CB3 area – an area not to lie east of Essex Street or north of Delancey Street.

VOTE: 10 YES, 0 NO, no abstentions.

Agenda for upcoming meetings:

January:
Seward Park Urban Renewal Area
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