Economic Development, Zoning, & Planning Committee

Monday, January 05, 2009 - 6:30pm
University Settlement, Speyer Hall

184 Eldridge Street (btwn Rivington & Delancey Sts)
D R A F T
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1. Report from Chinatown working group

DISCUSSION:

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [X] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

2. Revisit LES rezoning of C4-4A, Houston to Delancey, Essex to Chrystie

DISCUSSION:

Richard Bass, representing the Lower East Side Business Improvement District, advocated changing the zoning of the area from Houston to Delancey, Essex to Chrystie from C4-4A to C6, retaining the 80 foot maximum height. This zoning would allow commercial buildings to go deeper into their lots. Mr. Bass provided maps showing the proposed rezoning area and the footprint of the Chinatown/Lower East Side Empire Zone.  Mr. Bass proposed that CB3 and the LES BID join forces to advocate for both this zoning change and anti-harassment measures.

Members of the Committee expressed concern that this change might encourage the demolition of residential buildings in favor of new, larger commercial buildings. The Committee agreed to further discussion of the matter, with the understanding that CB3 could withdraw from the process at any time.
Mr. Bass will come back in two months with more information and for further discussion.

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [X ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

3. Discussion of development of Seward Park Urban Renewal Area (SPURA)

DISCUSSION:

Representatives of the Environmental Development Corporation (EDC) and the Department of Housing Preservation and Development (HPD) attended and participated in the discussion.  The Committee welcomes their continued participation. Attending were James Harris and David Quart (EDC) and Shampa Chanda and Sara Levenson (HPD).

Chair McWater reminded us that the “urban renewal area” has expired. Also, he asked that we continue to throw out ideas without arguing with one another. There is some confusion over the area to be considered. EDC representatives agreed to provide a big map next month.

Damaris Reyes reminded the Committee that a coalition of neighborhood organizations has been conducting “visioning sessions” and interviews with area residents. They will share their report with the committee when it is completed. Meanwhile, Ms. Reyes will share their preliminary findings with us next month.

Mr. McWater stressed that we need to reach consensus, however long that takes. Harvey Epstein suggested that we need to think concretely.  We have some areas of agreement: the proposed area should include a housing aspect and a commercial aspect.  Many want community facilities and open space.  We can use the example of the Cooper Square task force as background for both its successes and its drawbacks.

At the next meeting, we need the big map and the results of our “popcorn” exercise.

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [X ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)
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