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1. FY'2011 District Needs Statement & Budget Consultation Agenda

DISCUSSION:

Seward Park Urban Renewal Area

The Economic Development Committee is working toward consensus regarding the development of the Seward Park Urban Renewal Area and other areas within the district.

Chinatown Working Group

As one of the oldest neighborhoods in New York City and the country, Chinatown has been a traditional gateway for immigrants, particularly from East Asia. While Chinatown’s population and boundaries have grown dramatically over the past three decades due to reforms in national immigration quotas, it continues to struggle as a densely populated, low-income neighborhood with limited language access to mainstream services and programs. Chinatown’s economy suffered greatly in the period after September 11th due to restricted flow of commerce under the security zone, and more recently gentrification pressures from neighboring areas have contributed to a loss of affordable housing and dislocation of low income residents and small businesses.

In late 2008, a planning body called the Chinatown Working Group was formed to identify major issues of concern in Chinatown and to come up with ways to allow Chinatown to grow while protecting and retaining its historical character. The Chinatown Working Group is made up of nearly forty full voting members comprised of important stakeholders representing residents, small businesses, workers, social service institutions, arts, and advocacy groups, as well as Manhattan’s Community Boards 1, 2, and 3. Other institutions and elected officials also participate in a non-voting capacity during the Working Group’s monthly sessions – designed for open, democratic, consensus-building planning in the hopes of creating a 197a Plan for Chinatown.

The preliminary planning needs of Chinatown have focused around a few core issues, namely rezoning for preservation and creation of affordable housing that is affordable to existing Chinatown residents, combating tenant harassment and illegal eviction, support for small businesses and job creation for locals, developing more parks and usable open spaces, improving traffic flow and pedestrian safety, bolstering immigrant social services, creating spaces for local arts and culture, enhancing educational opportunities for youth and adults, and preservation of Chinatown’s unique immigrant culture and history.

The district will continue to work along these broad guidelines of neighborhood planning in Chinatown in coordination with local stakeholders and other Community Districts, and ask the City adopt this 197a as an action agenda. 

Small Business

We will discuss this at the July meeting.

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [x ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

2. Report from Chinatown working group

DISCUSSION:

See district needs statement above.

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [x ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

3. Discussion of development of Seward Park Urban Renewal Area (SPURA), including presentation by NYC EDC on existing site conditions for city-owned properties

DISCUSSION:

David Quart of EDC gave an excellent presentation on the existing conditions of the ten city-owned lots under consideration for development. This presentation has been posted on the CB3 website:

http://www.nyc.gov/html/mancb3/downloads/cb3docs/Seward_Park_CB_Presentation_FINAL.pdf
The presentation was followed by a discussion of the guiding principles developed at the Committee meeting of 5/18/2009. The principles were refined and two more were added. They are numbered for convenience when discussing. The numbers do not imply priority.

1. Preserve the mixed-use residential character (MURC) of the neighborhood.

2. Establish a district more in keeping with current planning principles of contextual design.

3. Stabilize the mixed-income character of the neighborhood through various forms of housing, including rental and home ownership. Any low, moderate, and middle-income housing component shall remain so in perpetuity.

4. Exemplify good design and sound environmental principles.

5. Develop the area to optimize its residential potential.

6. Anchor the community with cultural and civic amenities to benefit residents (community) of all ages.

7. Any commercial development shall promote a diversity of goods, services, and price points.

8. Consider the historical significance of the Essex Street Market and feasibility and purpose of preservation or adaptive reuse.

9. Prioritize housing for current CB3 residents.

10. Maximize the potential for local construction jobs.

11. First priority should be given to Tenants at Title Vesting (TATV) – the former site tenants. The city shall make diligent efforts to locate them.

12. The RFP(s) shall be awarded pursuant to these guiding principles. Maximization of city revenue from the sale of the land shall be a secondary consideration.

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [x ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)

4. Small Business Services Presentation: how to start, operate, and expand
DISCUSSION:

This presentation was deferred and will be given at a later meeting.

MOTION:  At its ____________________ monthly meeting, Community Board #3 passed the following motion:

SEND TO:

CC TO:

VOTE:   0 YES   0 NO   0 ABS   0 PNV

NO VOTE NECESSARY [x ] (mark with X if no vote is necessary)
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