
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 8, 2016 

 

Alba Pico, First Deputy Commissioner  

Special Application Unit 

Department of Consumer Affairs 

42 Broadway 5th Floor 

New York N.Y. 10004 

 

Re: Newsstand Application S/E/C 11th Avenue & W. 36th Street 

 

Dear Deputy Commissioner Pico, 

 

Manhattan Community Board 4 (CB4) recommends approval for the application for a newsstand 

on the southeast corner of Eleventh Avenue and West 36th Street unless the Department of 

Transportation (DOT) determines the clearance on the sidewalk does not meet required 9 

feet 6 inches of adequate sidewalk width in front the location of the newsstand. After 

reviewing the location CB4 has determined that the sidewalk at the requested location is 

extremely wide with minimal obstructions and even with the newsstand, necessary clearance 

for pedestrians will remain. However, the Javits Convention Center to which the parcel of 

sidewalk being discussed is leased to by the New York Conventions Center Development 

Corporation opposes this application claiming adequate clearance will not exist once the 

newsstand is installed. Although CB4 has determined the sidewalk would be wide enough we 

believe it is best for the DOT to make a final determination on the existence of adequate 

clearance.  
 

In addition to opposition form the Javits Center, the MTA has opposed this application as 

expressed in a letter to CB4, suggesting that stray paper from the stand will interfere with the 

ventilating fans in their building. Without a representative from the MTA we are unable to 

determine the severity of their claims and ask that DOT investigate to determine if there is a real 

danger.  

 

Despite the opposition CB4 has found the newsstand to be consistent with required guidelines 

and should be approved if DOT determines there will in fact be adequate sidewalk clearance 

in front of the newsstand. Furthermore, we believe this newsstand will be a valuable resource 

to passengers using the new 7 Train station less than a block from this location and the many 

developments under way in nearby Hudson Yards. 
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As always, thank you for your consideration  

 

Sincerely,  
 

 

 

Delores Rubin      Christine Berthet                 Ernest Modarelli             

Chair       Co-Chair, Transportation           Co-Chair, Transportation                                                           

             Planning Committee                    Planning Committee 
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